IV — ABORTION

Abortion has been catapulted into the forefront of the ethical problems confronting Christians today. The issue has been
nurtured in a general climate of moral relativism, a growing sexual permissiveness, and a threatening population explosion.

The moral issue of abortion is more than a question of the freedom of a woman to control the reproductive functions of her
body. Itis rather a question of those circumstances under which a human being may be permitted to take the life of another.

We believe that all life is a gift of God, so that neither the life of the unborn child nor the mother may be lightly taken. We
believe that in Scripture God himself has conferred divine blessing upon unborn infants and has provided penalties for
actions which result in the death of the unborn.

The Missionary Church believes that abortion for reasons of personal convenience, social adjustment or economic
advantage is morally wrong. Consequently, we urge our pastors and people to become well informed concerning
alternatives to abortion.

At the same time, we recognize certain medical conditions which pose a serious threat to the life of the mother and which
may necessitate therapeutic abortion. In these cases, the decision for abortion should be made only after there has been
medical, psychological and spiritual counseling of the most sensitive kind.

We also recognize certain traumatic conditions such as rape and incest which may result in pregnancy and which can create
a serious threat to the psychological well-being of the mother and any existing family. We do not believe that the scriptural
answer is to end the new life which may have resulted from such traumatic circumstances. Rather, we do strongly urge that
total and continual Christian understanding and support be shown by the membership of the local church to the mother
and any family involved during the pregnancy and following the birth.

Furthermore, the Missionary Church believes that local congregations and individual members must accept responsibility,
under God, for the acceptance and loving care of all those born into this world as a result of our strong stand against abortion

and that ministries should be offered to such persons within and without the church fellowship.

— Adopted by the 1981 General Conference
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